CCCAA Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 3-at Fresno Pacific University

Match No. 14-15
State 2-El Camino d. State 3-Golden West 

(3-2) 30-24, 29-31, 21-30, 30-22, 18-16

Records: El Camino 31-2, Golden West 23-5

Match No. 15

1-game playoff: El Camino d. Golden West, 30-26

El Camino wins state championship, Golden West 2nd place


Recap: In one of the most improbable finishes in Elite Eight history, El Camino College became the first team to win a state title by winning two matches on the final day plus a 1-game playoff that decided the title.


The Warriors captured their first title since 1983 when its current coach LeValley Pattison was the Most Valuable Player of that tournament. Pattison is the first person to win a state title in community college volleyball as a player and a head coach. It’s also El Camino’s third state title overall in the sport (winning also in 1981).


 The one-game playoff to decide the title in the double-elimination tournament happened for only the second time in tourney history. The last was in 1995 when Golden West lost to Long Beach in four games, then won a 1-game playoff for the championship. 


In this playoff decider, tourney MVP and El Camino setter Sam Taylor made 10 assists, four digs, and two block assists. El Camino trailed as much as 19-14 before rallying with a 16-7 scoring run to clinch the title. Marcella Hernandez dropped in a kill at the net for the game and championship winning point. The lead changed hands five times but after Golden West took a 26-25 lead, El Camino would score the game’s final five points.

In the 5-game thriller to set up the playoff, Lauren Simmons scored 22 kills and Taylor had 57 assists, 19 digs and six blocks. Amrita Tuladhar sparked the team with 12 kills and five blocks, while Kerry O’Brien scored 14 kills. Libero Karina Woehrstein added 22 digs. She had eight more in the one-game playoff, many of them spectacular defensive saves.

For Golden West, Taylor Cook was phenomenal with a tourney record of 12 combined blocks (two solos) and 15 kills. Lindsay Helberg added 23 kills and setter Jana-Lee Mays made 67 assists. Stephanie Gay made 28 digs and Leslie Ray had 21 digs.

El Camino, South Coast Conference champions, ended a winning run by Orange Empire Conference teams of 14 consecutive state titles. South region teams have won all 31 state tournaments going back to 1977.

The Warriors made it through a morning elimination match, sweeping Fullerton, and ended up playing nine games in an exhausting but fruitful day of volleyball. 

In the five-gamer, Golden West was serving for championship point in that fifth game after an ace by Gay made it 16-15. El Camino’s Ashley Hardy landed a kill just inside the fair bounds line to tie it, then Simmons scored a kill for a 17-16 lead. Hardy and Tuladhar followed by combining for a match-winning block. The Rustlers went from nearly winning their 18th state title and first since 2004 to being forced into a one-game, winner take all game.

Both teams had frequent long rallies as points became harder and harder for each squad to score. 


Golden West is state runner-up after missing the tournament in 2005 and 2006. The Rustlers accomplished that feat under first-year head coach Rick McLaughlin.

Besides Taylor getting MVP honors, El Camino led the 2007 All-State Tournament team with selections for Simmons, Hernandez, and Woehrstein. Golden West grabbed three All-Tournament spots with Cook, Mays and opposite Danielle Heisler. 
Comments by El Camino Head Coach LeValley Pattison:

“People look at our team and they don’t think much of us because we don’t look the part. Then you watch this team in action, and you just see how great they play. We played with so much heart and emotion against a Golden West team that was also playing great. This was just a very special team.”
