CCCAA Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2-at Fresno Pacific University
Match No. 9

State 4-Sacramento City d. State 7-Santa Rosa, 
(3-1) 30-23, 30-28, 27-30, 30-25
Records: Sacramento City 25-4, Santa Rosa 25-5 

Santa Rosa is eliminated, finish in 5th place tie at state tourney

Recap: In the fourth meeting of the season between two Big 8 Conference powers, Sacramento City College used a rare triple-double by Michelle Johnson to eliminate Santa Rosa from the Elite Eight in four games.


Santa Rosa had beaten Sacramento in the first two meetings, but the Panthers clearly showed they had made the leap in performance to eventually win the Big 8 title, and gain the North’s top seed. Sacramento will face Fullerton in an elimination match tonight at 7 p.m.


In this match, Johnson, a 6-foot-2 freshman middle hitter from Bakersfield Christian High, set a state tournament record for most aces in a match with 10. She added a team-high 14 kills and 17 digs to accomplish a feat rarely done in volleyball. Johnson tacked on four blocks to enhance the versatile effort.


Sacramento finished with 18 service aces overall with Christy Stuart making four and Keri Waller adding three. Also for the Panthers, Jessica Trammell scored 13 kills and added seven blocks (six assisted) and Kendall Eayrs had 10 kills and five blocks. Libero Nicole Sikich had 26 digs. Setter Amanda Limeberger was steady with 50 assists and 12 digs. 

The state’s No. 7 Santa Rosa will move up on the final season poll by taking a fifth place tie here. The Bear Cubs were led in this match by Cayla Robinson with 10 kills, 19 digs, and four aces, and Jenna Chandler with 11 kills. Krista Mattos added 17 digs.
Comments from Sacramento’s Michelle Johnson:
“We obviously knew how each other played defensively. We knew who not to serve it too. When we lost to Fullerton, we stopped talking about the state title. We talked about just playing one match at a time and focused on beating Santa Rosa.”
Comments from Sacramento City Head Coach Laurie Nash:
“It was nice to see us fighting to win this match. I don’t think we had that fire against Fullerton. We made tremendous defensive transitions. We were digging the ball well and setting up our points. We didn’t have our middle Trammell (missed two months due to injury) at the start of the season. So I think the Trammell factor certainly has played a role in how we improved against Santa Rosa.”
