CCCAA Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2-at Fresno Pacific University
Match No. 7

State 3-Golden West d. State 13-San Joaquin Delta, 
(3-2) 29-31, 28-30, 30-25, 30-21, 17-15
Records: Golden West 22-4, SJ Delta 21-8

Down two games to none, Golden West appeared to be on its way to an upset loss against the lowest ranked team remaining at the Elite Eight—No. 13 San Joaquin Delta.

Instead, the Rustlers reminded everyone why they are among the state’s top three ranked teams. Golden West stormed back with wins in games 4 and 5, then fell behind 11-5 in the decisive fifth game. But again, Golden West rallied with a Taylor Cook kill to tie it 12-12. 


Delta jumped ahead 14-12 thanks to a quick flick kill by setter Stephanie Williamson.  Golden West wouldn’t quit as middle blocker Morgan McCloskey went into hero mode with a solo block and two shared blocks with Danielle Heisler. The blocking frenzy combined with Heisler’s match point ace capped the comeback, non-elimination victory.

Heisler finished with a match-high 20 kills, while GWC teammate Ann Lyn scored 16 kills and totaled 15 digs. Setter Jana-Lee Mays finished with 68 assists and five aces. Taylor Cook hit .591 for 14 kills and Leslie Ray also slammed down 14 kills with 13 digs.  McCloskey, a 6-foot sophomore, only had four blocks overall, but picked the perfect spot to make the big plays. 

Delta was paced by Williamson, who helped control the early action and finished with 52 assists, four kills, 13 digs and six block assists. Alisha Thomas scored 18 kills (also six block assists). Ashley Davidson added 16 kills and Megan Heine had a double-double with 15 kills and 11 digs. Geneya Terlouw led everybody with 24 digs. Jessica Carter tacked on nine kills, three aces and 12 digs.

Despite Golden West’s size advantage, it was Delta that out blocked the Rustlers overall in team blocks, 9-8. 


The Mustangs loss meant they would play Fullerton in a 1 p.m. elimination match Saturday. Golden West assured itself at least a third place finish and a spot in Sunday’s final day. The Rustlers face-off with No. 2-ranked El Camino in a non-elimination match at 4 p.m.

Comments from San Joaquin Delta Head Coach Michaela Reyes:

“I think everyone knows our game plan is to get the ball to Alisha Thomas. But we don’t care what other people think; we have to do what we do best. We played almost error-free volleyball to win the first two games. We’ve never played that well at any stretch this season. Golden West eventually figured out how to defend us. They came up with the huge blocks at the end. We seem to like playing 5-gamers at state. We already have two here and we only played one in the regular season.”
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