CCCAA Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2-at Fresno Pacific University

Match No. 12

State 5-Fullerton d. State 4-Sacramento City,

(3-0) 31-29, 30-26, 30-19

Records: Fullerton 22-6, Sacramento City 25-5

Sacramento is eliminated, finish in 4th place at state tourney 


Recap: Coming all the way from the loser’s bracket, Fullerton went full circle in avenging a first-round loss to Sacramento City by sweeping the Panthers in an elimination match.


The Hornets eliminated their third North region team and in doing so assured themselves of their highest state tournament finish since taking second place in 1996.


Fullerton faces El Camino (29-2) Sunday at 10 a.m. in a match that determines who plays Golden West for the state championship at 1 p.m. Before Golden West defeated El Camino earlier today in a non-elimination match, Fullerton had been the only team to beat the Warriors way back in the second match of the season.


Fullerton rebounded from that opening night four-game loss to Sacramento by sending home Cabrillo in five games Friday night, San Joaquin Delta in four games earlier today, and finally Sac City in the nightcap match. 


Sacramento takes fourth place, matching its state ranking, but can claim to be the only team North or South to finish in the Final Four in each of the last two seasons.


Fullerton used efficient hitting to defeat the Panthers as Crisi Nihipali scored 17 kills and hit .467 in just 30 attempts. Leah Haproff added 10 kills and three solo blocks, while Nicole Coffer and Gina Conley each recorded nine kills. Setter Katie Adams had 44 assists and dropped in five kills. Brooke Raynor led the defenders with a match-high 18 digs.

For Sacramento, Michelle Johnson ended a terrific Elite Eight run by scoring 12 kills and 11 digs. Christy Stuart added 11 kills and 11 digs. Keri Waller was exceptional with nine kills in 15 attempts. Setter Amanda Limeberger finished with 35 assists and 12 digs.

Comments from Fullerton Head Coach Eddie Rapp:
“That’s a solid team over there (Sacramento). They have some tall girls. I think when we played them on the first night we were hesitant. Tonight we kept our composure and we grinded it out. There’s a coach here at the tournament who told me that if there is any team that can come back from the loser’s bracket, it’s Fullerton. I relayed that to the girls, and I think we starting taking these matches one game at a time.”  
Comments from Fullerton player Nicole Coffer:
“It’s been a tough, tough road. When we found out we were playing Sacramento again, I felt like, they don’t know who we are, and we wanted to let them know just how good we really are. That wasn’t us in the first round. Once we lost that first match, from that point on, we had to make every kill, make every point, or our season was over.”
Comments from Sacramento Head Coach Laurie Nash:

“We worked so hard in the first two games, but we made serving mistakes late in both games. To try to come back from 2-0 down after putting all that effort is tough to do. Our serve receive was just not very good in this tournament. It put a lot of pressure on our setter and she did a good job of trying to keep us in these matches.”

“We feel like we’ve built our reputation as the top team in the North, and its starting to reflect in recruiting because players are asking to play for us.” 

Nash on the fact that the North has yet to win a state title in women’s volleyball since the state tourney was created in 1977:

“Maybe there is a difference between the North and the South, but I can’t pinpoint what it is. One thing is the strength of competition in the some of the South conferences. We have a good thing going in the Big 8 with at least three strong teams, but after that there is a drop off. Some of the South teams are playing several high-ranked teams throughout conference. It helps them and maybe prepares them for this type of tournament.”
