CCCAA Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2-at Fresno Pacific University
Match No. 11
State 3-Golden West d. State 2-El Camino, 

(3-1) 30-21, 13-30, 30-25, 30-24 

Records: Golden West 23-4, El Camino 29-2

Recap: They’re baaaaaack. The Rustlers of Golden West College have put themselves in a golden position for an 18th state title by upsetting El Camino in four games in this non-elimination match.

Golden West advances to Sunday’s championship final, a round in which the program has never lost in. The Huntington Beach college will play the winner of Sunday morning’s El Camino v. either Fullerton of Sacramento City (playing Saturday night in an elimination match) contest at 1 p.m.

For the Warriors, they saw an impressive 28-match winning streak stopped. Earlier this year, El Camino defeated Golden West, 3-1, in a non-conference match.


The South Coast champions from Torrance thought things were going their way after rebounding from a first game loss to win game two handily, 30-13. Golden West, however, shook off the poor game by hitting well in taking games 3 and 4 for the match.


Overall, Golden West hit a sharp .260 overall, but an even better .356 in the final two games with just seven attack errors in the pair.  MVP-candidate Danielle Heisler scored 19 kills (.361) to lead the hit parade, followed by Ann Lynn with 14 kills (.263) and Taylor Cook with 10 (.381). Cook, a 6-foot-1 middle blocker, dominated the net with eight blocks (seven assisted) as the team recorded 10 blocks overall.

Setter Jana-Lee Mays had her usual consistent effort with 56 assists, 10 digs, and four block assists. Leslie Ray (14 digs), Stephanie Gay (13), and Lynn (10) all joined Mays in double-digit defensive numbers.


For El Camino, Kerry O’Brien led the way 16 kills and libero Karina Woehrstein added 24 digs. Lauren Simmons tallied 14 kills and 10 digs. Marcella Hernandez chalked 10 kills with four blocks. Setter Sam Taylor dished out 47 assists and had six kills.
Comments from Golden West Head Coach Rick McLaughlin:
“We’re getting better at making the adjustments. Our team is learning match by match how to win. Earlier in the year, the players didn’t know how to react to tough situations. El Camino is the type of team that is going to make it difficult for you, especially when you’re down, but tonight we adjusted better to offset its attack. Our opposite (Heisler) is having a great tournament. Our setter is as good as there is in the state. And Cook is another player who keeps coming through with big plays.”
Comments from Golden West setter Jana-Lee Mays:

“We worked on having the drive to win. It took a lot for us to learn it, but now we got it, and we just want to continue winning. We came here determined to prove we’re good enough to be here.” 
