CCCAA 2007 Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 1-at Fresno Pacific University
Match No. 1

State 3-Golden West d. State 7-Santa Rosa,

(3-0) 30-21, 30-28, 30-27

Records: Golden West 21-4, Santa Rosa 24-4

Recap:  After a two-year absence from the state tournament, Golden West College returns to the Elite Eight under first-year coach Rick McLaughlin. Between 1993-2004, the Rustlers won 12 straight state titles under current GWC athletic director and 2007 California Community College Women’s Volleyball Coaches Association Hall of Fame inductee Albert Gasparian. Golden West, ranked No. 3 in the state, looked impressive in a tourney-opening sweep over the North’s No. 2 seed Santa Rosa Junior College.

Danielle Heisler led the way for the Rustlers with 13 kills and 10 digs, while Taylor Cook was strong in the middle with eight kills and five blocks. Setter Jana-Lee Mays tallied 16 of her 41 assists in the first game alone. Libero Stephanie Gay added 15 digs and Ann Lynn picked up nine kills and three aces.

For state 7th-ranked Santa Rosa, second place finishers in the Big 8 Conference, Gina Sbragia scored nine kills and Krista Mattos had a match-high 17 digs.

In a pivotal second game, Santa Rosa led 18-17 before it was tied 27-27. At that point, Lindsay Helberg (eight kills overall) spiked down a kill as Golden West went on take the game and control the match momentum.

The Rustlers and Fullerton both advanced to the ’07 state tourney out of the Orange Empire Conference, which surprisingly saw its conference champion Irvine Valley eliminated by College of the Canyons in the SoCal Regionals second round. Golden West finished second and 5th-ranked Fullerton took third in the powerful league. Orange Coast was the state champion from the OEC in both 2005 and 2006. The last non-OEC school to win a state championship was Cerritos College (South Coast) in 1992.
Comments from Golden West Head Coach Rick McLaughlin:

“We take a lot of pride when we look at our home banner that shows all of the state titles our college won under the greatest coach ever at this level—Albert Gasparian. Our No. 1 goal was to get to this state tournament, and then we’d go from there. We could have played better in that first match, but Santa Rosa didn’t play well either. There were a lot of nerves out there. Our opposite Danielle Heisler seemed to be the player we could go to at anytime during this match. I expect us and Santa Rosa to be better in our next round matches.”
