The Taft College men’s soccer defeated Mt. San Antonio College (Mt. SAC) in penalty kicks to advance to the California Community College Soccer State Championships held Sunday at Fresno Pacific University.
Mt. SAC (20-1-2) scored first in the 25th minute when Julio Soria scored off the assist from Karlos Gonzalez. Taft (16-4-3) answered with no time remaining in the first half when Carlos Aguilar sent a pass into a group of players in front of the net. Taylor Rivas was able to chip the ball into the goal to tie the game at 1-1.

Mt. SAC was down one player for the majority of the game when a player received a red card in the 32nd minute. The two teams played to a scoreless second half and two scoreless overtime periods.

Mt. SAC’s Gabriel Tinoco took the first penalty kick in the shootout and it was saved by Taft keeper Victor Chinchilla. Taft went up 1-0 in the shootout on its first kick. Each team converted its kicks in each round and Oswaldo Hernandez scored on the final kick to give Taft the victory.

Taft will face Santa Rosa College Sunday in the State Championships.

