Ventura 70, Laney 62
For the second time in the past three seasons, Cinderella was left out of the state semifinals as Ventura rallied from a halftime deficit to defeat Laney on Thursday in a California Community College Athletic Association Women’s Basketball Championship quarterfinal at Cal Lutheran University.

Amanda Padilla had 24 points and Chanelle Brennan had 19 points and 11 rebounds for the Pirates (32-1), the South’s second-seeded team. With the win, Ventura advances to face City College of San Francisco, a 75-58 winner over Pasadena, in Saturday’s second semifinal.

Shonetta Williams had 26 points and 12 rebounds for the Eagles, the North’s third-seed who finish at 25-6.

At first, Laney had eyes on an upset bid, taking advantage of 17 Ventura turnovers to take a 32-26 lead into halftime. The Eagles led by as many as 11 on three different occasions before Ventura rallied to cut the lead before the break.

Ventura continued chipping away at the lead and took full control after an intentional foul on Laney’s Ashley Rollins. Though Suzie Faanono made just one of two shots, Chanelle Brennan gave the Pirates the lead for good on a free throw with 6:26 left.

From there, Ventura built the lead to 62-55 before Laney made a mini-rally, getting to within two with 2:14 left. But the Eagles got no closer as Kris King made a layup and three free-throws to help seal the win.   

