Ventura 59, Fullerton 47.
Chanelle Brennan wouldn’t be denied this season.
A year after losing a shootout semifinal contest, Brennan willed Ventura back to the promised land on Sunday, scoring 33 points to lead the Pirates past Fullerton in the championship game of the CCCAA Women’s Basketball State Championships at Cal Lutheran.

The sophomore from Ventura was 12-of-24 from the floor and 7-for-10 from the free throw line for the Pirates (34-1), who last captured the state title in 2002. Ventura also won state titles in 1996, 1997, 2000 and 2001.
Destainee Hollis-Rudison scored eight points in a balanced attack for the Hornets (32-2), who had both of their losses come at the hands of the Pirates this season. Fullerton had been seeking its first state championship since winning the inaugural title in 1978, but instead settled for its second runner-up finish. The Hornets last appeared in the title game in 1986.

Brennan was named the state tournament’s MVP, scoring 75 points in the three contests. Also named were Marlee Rice and Mone Peoples from CC San Francisco, Santa Rosa’s Charlene Popoff , Danielle Ekno and Taiyande Huskey from Fullerton and Amanda Padilla from Ventura.

The game was the fifth between the top two seeds from the South region and eighth overall, the Pirates becoming the first number two seed to win the title in such a scenario.   
As comfortable as Ventura looked at the start of the game, Fullerton seemed equally as flustered. The Pirates opened the contest with a 10-0 run in the first 3:05, while the Hornets were 0-for-8 from the floor with four turnovers.

But Fullerton would rally, scoring the next seven points on threes by Huskey and Rachel Hatch and a turnaround jumper by Ebony McClain.

The Hornets continued the rally, taking their first lead of the contest with 6:43 left in the half on a layup by McClain off a dish from Destainee Hollis-Rudison. But Ventura would take the lead into the half on Padilla’s three from the left wing with 10 seconds left.
Brennan led all scorers with 10 points in the half, while McClain had six points to go along with five rebounds.

Nursing a two-point lead midway through the second half, Brennan put Ventura firmly in control, scoring six points and adding an assist during a 16-3 spurt that gave the Pirates a 49-36 lead.

Fullerton got no closer than nine the rest of the way.

