Ventura 60, CC San Francisco 56
Ventura is back in familiar territory, riding 23 points from Chanelle Brennan and a key steal by Erika Ward to hold off CC San Francisco on Saturday and advance to its first CCCAA Women’s Basketball Championship game since 2002.

Ward had 13 points and 10 rebounds and Brennan also had 10 rebounds for the Pirates (33-1), the South’s second-seed. Brittney Allen scored a game-high 25 points and Ciera Foster had 18 rebounds for the Rams, who finish 28-4.

The title game appearance is the eighth overall for head coach Ned Mircetic’s program. The team made seven consecutive championships games from 1996-2002, winning five titles.

San Francisco, which had been bidding for a berth in its first women’s title game, trailed for most of the game and could never get closer than two points before Ventura would go on a spurt of their own to regain control.

However, the Rams went on a 10-0 run, taking their first lead of the game (53-52) on a three by Allen with 3:06 left in the game.

The teams then traded the lead a couple of times until Ventura went on a spurt of their own to regain control. However, the Rams went on a 10-0 run, taking their first lead of the game (53-52) on a three by Allen with 3:06 left in the game.

The teams then traded the lead a couple of times until Ventura regained the lead on a jumper and a made free throw by Brennan with 58 seconds left. Ward then saved her best play for last, picking Allen’s pocket to maintain the lead. Amanda Padilla then made three free throws down the stretch, the final two coming with five seconds left, to close out the win.
In the first half, Ventura bolted out to a 13-3 lead, taking advantage of the Rams’ early shooting woes. The lead got as big as 19-5, but CCSF rallied, going on a 15-3 run keyed by Allen and Peoples, who scored 13 of the Rams’ points during the spurt.

But the Pirates responded with threes by Erika Ward and Amanda Padilla and a free throw by Gabrielle Conn to get the lead back up to nine with 1:11 left in the half. Allen then capped the scoring in the stanza with a three from the left wing.

