Saddleback 55, Citrus 54
For the second consecutive season, Saddleback will play for the state championship as Kyle Wallace sank what proved to be the winning free throw with 14.8 seconds left to stun Citrus in a CCCAA Men’s Basketball Championship semifinal on Saturday at Cal Lutheran.

Robert Curtis had 21 points and 13 rebounds off the bench for the Gauchos (28-5), Southern California’s fourth seeded team in the tournament. The free throw by Wallace was his only point of the contest.

With the win the Gauchos advance to play City College of San Francisco, a 72-68 winner over San Bernardino Valley, in Sunday’s title game. Saddleback will play in its fifth final, winning the 2002 championship and falling to Riverside in overtime last year.

Keith Thompson scored 12 points and DeAndre Haskins had nine points and 11 rebounds for the Owls, who finish 29-3.

After Wallace’s free throw, Citrus had one last chance to avoid the upset, but Thompson’s jumper was off the mark, as was his putback attempt just before the clock ran out.

The Owls led for the entire contest, save for three ties, building their biggest lead of the game (43-33) with 13:14 left in the game.

However, the Gauchos kept chipping away, tying the ballgame at 54 on a jumper by Tyler McManaman with 52 seconds left before Wallace’s heroics.
