Saddleback 63, CC San Francisco 57
The missing ingredient from last season’s state finalist, Perry Webster showed just how much Saddleback needed him to win this year.

Webster scored 16 of his 19 points in the second half and had seven rebounds and seven assists as the Gauchos defeated the Rams to capture their second men’s basketball state championship.

Tyler McManaman had 12 points and Wendell Faines added eight points and six rebounds for Saddleback (29-5), the third place team from the Orange Empire Conference. The Gauchos last won the state championship in 2002, when head coach Andy Ground was an assistant to longtime headman Bill Brummel.

The win was also the second consecutive by Southern California’s fourth-seed and fourth time in the 58-year history of the event. The previous fourth-seeded teams to win the title were Cypress (1980), Compton (1998) and Riverside (2009).
Calvin Douglas had 16 points and Deend Parker added 13 points for San Francisco (28-5), which had been seeking its first state championship in 48 years. Instead, the Rams finished second for the fourth time, the last coming in 1986.

For his efforts, Webster was named the tournament’s MVP. Also named to the all-tournament team were Nate Roth (San Bernardino Valley), Randy Hunter (Citrus), Da’Ron Sims and Jonathon Williams (CC San Francisco) and McManaman and Tyler Curtis (Saddleback).

For the third straight day, the pace of the game played right into the Gauchos’ hands, as Saddleback broke out to a 13-2 lead in the game’s opening 6:45.

The Rams got back into the game, taking their only lead of the first half on Douglas’ three from the left wing, but the Gauchos answered by scoring the next eight points on a layup by Faines and threes from McManaman and Webster.

In the second half, San Francisco tied the score twice, the last time at 52 with 2:49 left. But Webster hit a jumper and made two free throws and the Gauchos sank 5-of-6 free throws down the stretch to seal the win.

