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RIVERSIDE WINS FIRST CCCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TITLE SINCE TARKANIAN ERA

FRESNO -- 


Riverside City College scored the first ten points of overtime to upset Saddleback College, 69-60, for the 2009 California Community College Athletic Association Men’s Basketball Championship Sunday at Selland Arena.  

It was the first state title for the Tigers in 43 years, since they last appeared in the state finals – under coach Jerry Tarkanian, who completed a three-year title run with the Tigers that season by defeating City College of San Francisco, 91-61 (at Bakersfield.).  Riverside also won the 1964 crown (at Mt. San Antonio) and the 1965 title (at College of San Mateo – the last time the tournament was held in a Northern California Community College gym).    

Tournament MVP David Norris led the Tigers with 18 points and eight rebounds.  Riverside (30-7) had additional all-tourney selections in center Kevin Bradshaw (11 points and six rebounds) and guard Robbie Robinson (eight points, eight assists, and five steals). 


After an opening exchange of leads, Riverside (30-7) had led the rest of the game -- until Saddleback (29-8) tied it with 20 seconds left in regulation on a 3-pointer by Aaron Woods.  That capped a 26-8 comeback run, after Riverside had appeared in control, 50-32, with 11:59 left.  

Saddleback’s only basket of overtime, a follow shot by all-tournament guard Kevin Menner, came with just 15 seconds remaining.  Menner led the Gauchos with 22 points and had eight rebounds.  Franklin Session, also an all-tourney selection, had 16 rebounds


Riverside had finished third in the tough Orange Empire Conference, one game behind co-champions Saddleback and Fullerton.  Saddleback defeated visiting Riverside, 67-65, in the title deciding conference finale on Feb. 20.  Riverside then put on a five-game run through the state playoffs to win the title.   


The first game of each day in the four-day tournament went into overtime.  This was the seventh men’s championship game to go to overtime.  The first was in 1965 at College of San Mateo, when Riverside defeated Fresno City College, 69-67.  The last was in 1984, when San Joaquin Delta beat Santa Barbara CC, 38-37.


Tark’s run ended in 3OT:  

The most memorable 3 overtime game in state tournament history was the 1968 state finale at Cerritos College in Norwalk.  Cerritos, coached by Jim Killingsworth (who later coached Idaho State and Texas Christian), defeated Pasadena, 69-68, ending a record four-year state title run by coach Jerry Tarkanian (and a 26-game winning streak) in Tark’s final JC game before taking over at Long Beach State.  .  


All-tournament team:

Da’Ron Sims, San Francisco; Walter Jackson, San Joaquin Delta; Kevin Menner and Franklin Session, Saddleback; Kevin Bradshaw and Robbie  Robinson, Riverside.  MVP: Davis Norris, Riverside.   

Full boxes available at www.coasports.org.

PASADENA DEFEATS DELTA FOR ITS FIRST CCCAA WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TITLE 

FRESNO –

Pasadena City College led throughout the game to win its first California Community College Athletic Association Women’s Basketball Championship Sunday, defeating San Joaquin Delta of Stockton, 74-64, at Selland Arena.


Kinyada Johnson, a 5-foot, 5 inch sophomore guard led the Lancers (33-4) with 26 points and eight assists and was voted the tournament’s most valuable player.  She was joined on the all tournament team by sophomore forward Easter Faafiti (17 points and 14 rebounds) sophomore guard Melia Basavand (six points).


Sophomore guard Jessica De La Cruz led Delta (31-7) with 23 points, including five 3-pointers.   She was named all-tournament, along with teammate Natalie Montes (nine points).

Pasadena got off to a quick 9-0 lead and held a 43-37 halftime advantage.  Delta closed to 54-53 with 9:29 left before the Lancers pulled away again.  

Both colleges had lost in title games in recent years, the Lancers in 2004 and 2005 and Delta in 2006. In the semifinals, Pasadena had eliminated previously undefeated Ventura, 106-93, and Delta ended Mt. San Antonio’s quest for a record fourth consecutive state title, 70-55.  Mt. SAC had begun its run in 2006 with an 80-57 triumph over Delta.    

--Pasadena freshman guard Kim Smith set tournament records in the semifinals of most free throws made (23) and attempted (29).


All-tournament team: Jazmin Holmes, San Francisco; Erika Ward, Ventura; Natalie Montes and Jessica Dela Cruz, Delta; Easter Faafiti and Meli Basavand, Pasadena.  MVP: Kinyada Johnson, Pasadena. 

