Pasadena 74, San Joaquin Delta 64
FRESNO – Pasadena and head coach Joe Peron finally got the state championship that eluded them for most of the decade.
Led by tournament MVP Kinyada Johnson’s 26 points and eight assists, the Lancers captured their first state title in school history with a 74-64 win over San Joaquin Delta in the finals of the 2009 California Community College Athletic Association Basketball Championships at Selland Arena.
The win was the first in three tries over the last six seasons for Pasadena. The Lancers reached the finals in 2004 and 2005, but were denied both times. They also reached the quarterfinals once and semifinals twice. 

Johnson, a sophomore point guard from Hesperia, was 8-for-15 from the floor (4-for-8 from three-point range) and 6-for-10 from the free throw line. She finished the tournament as the Lancers’ career scoring leader. 
Easter Faafiti had 17 points and 11 rebounds and Allegra Kholey added 11 points and 12 rebounds after scoring just four points combined in the previous two contests.

Jessica De La Cruz scored 23 points, all in the first half, to lead Delta, which dropped to 0-2 in championship games. The Mustangs last reached the finals in 2006, losing to Mt. San Antonio in the same venue.
The Lancers scored the first nine points of the game and built the lead to as much as 10 (20-10) with 6:14 left in the half.

Johnson scored 16 points in the opening half on 5-for-8 shooting from the floor, including 4-for-6 from beyond the arc, while Faafiti added 10 points and six rebounds.

De La Cruz finished the half with 23 points on 8-for-13 shooting, including 5-for-7 from three-point range.
Delta would not give up though despite De la Cruz going ice cold in the second half.  On two occasions the Mustangs pulled to within a point, but Pasadena responded each time, eventually building the lead back up to as many as nine. 

The key sequence for the Lancers came when Allegra completed a three-point play after rebounding Faafiti’s missed free throws. The Mustangs never got closer than six and Basavand sealed the win with a three-pointer with 4:08 remaining in the game.
