Pasadena City College Lancers 106, Ventura College Pirates 93 
FRESNO – For the second time in two days another undefeated team was stopped short of the championship game as the Pasadena City College Lancers pulled off the 106-93 upset win over second-seeded Ventura College on Saturday at Selland Arena. 

With the win, the Lancers (32-4) will take on San Joaquin Delta on Sunday at 3 p.m. in the 2009 California Community College Athletic Association Women’s Basketball Championships. The loss ends the Pirates’ season at 34-1.
The Lancers guard Kim Smith set the school’s all-time state championship tournament record with 35 points. Melia Basavand added 25 points, while Easter Faafiti chipped in 21 and Kinyada Johnson added 18. With those 18 points, Johnson now has 1,071 points, which sets the school’s all-time scoring record, previously held by Dionne Pounds (2003-05).
For the Pirates, Erika Ward led the offense with 31 points, while Chanelle Brennan added 24.

In the best shooting display of the entire tournament – men or women – both teams combined for 16 3-pointers (Pasadena 9, Ventura 7). VC’s Erika Ward led the first-half barrage with 22 points on 6-of-8 shooting from downtown to lead the Pirates to a 47-46 halftime advantage. 

For the Lancers, the trio of Smith (11 points), Basavand (12 points) and Johnson (11 points) shot a combined 9-for-15 from beyond the arc.

Early in the second half, the hot shooting continued for the Lancers as they shot 10-of-18 in the first 10 minutes, while Ventura struggled out of the gate, hitting just 4-of-14 from the field. That run helped give Pasadena a 72-57 lead with just under 10 minutes remaining in the game.

The Lancers would not be challenged again as the Pirates struggled to cut into the deficit the rest of the game. 
With the lead holding at 15 with just over three minutes left, the Pirates tried to slow the game down with fouls and rapid-fire offense and Ventura managed to cut the lead down to nine with two minutes to go.

But the Lancers maintained their poise and hit 25-of-38 from the free-throw line in the second half – led by Smith’s  23-of-29 performance from the stripe.
