(N4) Fresno City College Rams (30-6) vs. (S1) Mt. San Antonio College Mounties (31-3)
FRESNO – Three-time defending state champions, Mt. San Antonio made eight free throws in the final 59 seconds to hold off Fresno, 70-64, in a quarterfinal game at the California Community College Athletic Association State Basketball Championship. The Mounties will continue their march to a potential fourth championship on Saturday when they take on the North’s No. 2 San Joaquin Delta team at 5 p.m. at Selland Arena in Fresno.
Mt. San Antonio, which won its 12th consecutive state tournament game, opened a 12-point halftime lead at 31-22 and then spent the final 20 minutes trying to hold off Fresno (30-7). The Mounties (32-3) opened a 39-28 lead – its largest of the game – with 16:13 remaining in the game, but the Rams rallied getting within one at 44-43 with 10:39 left. But the Rams ran out of gas as the Mounties went on an 8-1 run over the course of three minutes. They then sealed down the stretch by making 8 of 14 free throws in the final minute.

Mt. San Antonio had four players score in double figures. Jordan Kuzma led the Mounties with 19 points, Eliza Dy added 15 and Ashley Adams and Brittney Lewis chipped in 12 and 11, respectively. Fresno’s Sumiya Darden, who came off the bench for Fresno, led all scorers with 22 points on 10 of 13 shooting from the floor. Natasha Brown, the only ram starter in double figures, had 12. Blakely Goldberg and Lela Myles each came off the bench to add 12 and 10, respectively.
