SEMIFINAL GAME 1

Saddleback College Gauchos 62, San Joaquin Delta College Mustangs 59 (OT)
FRESNO – Terrell Mack’s 3-pointer with 2.6 left in overtime helped lift the Saddleback College Gauchos to a 62-59 OT win over San Joaquin Delta in the semifinals of the 2009 California Community College Athletic Association State Basketball Playoffs on Saturday at Selland Arena. 

With the win, the Gauchos advance to Sunday’s state championship final at 1 p.m. and will face the winner of the CC San Francisco-Riverside matchup. The last time Saddleback reached the title game was in 2002, beating L.A. City, 77-76.

For the Mustangs, the loss ends their season at 29-6.

Franklin Session led Saddleback with 15 points and 13 rebounds, while Kevin Menner added 12 points and seven boards. 

Anthony Simi and Calvin Otiono each had 13 points for Delta, while Glenn Miller added 12 points and eight rebounds.
Much like every other game in this year’s state tourney, the first half was proved inconclusive. Both teams traded early leads with Delta taking a 27-24 edge at the half.

Walter Jackson led the first-half offense for the Mustangs with seven points. For Saddleback, Menner and Aaron Woods each scored six points.
With Delta still maintaining its three-point lead with just over four minutes left, the Gauchos found their shooting touch. Buckets by Menner and Session helped give the Gauchos a 47-43 lead with 3:54 left.

The Mustangs managed to tie the game a minute later and with under a minute to go, Simi hit a running jumper with 39.2 seconds left to give Delta a 50-48 lead.

On the Gauchos’ next possession, a drive to the hoop was stopped by Miller, giving the ball back to Delta with 24.1 seconds remaining.

Saddleback fouled Otiono with 13.9 seconds left and the Mustangs’ guard made both to give Delta a four-point lead.

But Saddleback’s Kyle Wallace was fouled attempting a 3-pointer and after making 2-of-3 from the line, the Gauchos trailed by two with 6.9 seconds left.

Walter Jackson was fouled, missed his first free throw, but made the second to give Delta a 53-50 lead. However, on Saddleback’s next possession, Session initiated contact on a 3-point attempt with 3.1 seconds left, giving the Gauchos a chance to tie the game.
Session made the first … then the second … then the third, sending  the game into overtime, where the Gauchos would prevail.
