(S1) Saddleback College Gauchos 62, (N4) Reedley College Tigers 56
FRESNO -- Kevin Menner scored 29 points and grabbed eight rebounds to lead the Saddleback College men’s basketball team to a 62-56 win over Reedley College on Thursday in the quarterfinals of the 2009 California Community College Athletic Association State Basketball Championships at Selland Arena.
With the loss, the Tigers finish their season at 25-7. Marquel Hoskins led Reedley with 18 points and nine rebounds.
It was a ragged first half for both teams as the Tigers took a 23-22 lead into the locker room. Both squads shot a combined 17-for-40 from the field and just 2-of-12 from 3-point range. Menner led the Gauchos with 11 points, while Justin Ayers tossed in seven for the Tigers. Reedley controlled the glass in the first half, holding a 22-13 edge on the glass.

Highlighted by 11 early second-half points by Menner, the Gauchos maintained a lead before Reedley slowed chipped away. Finally, with just over 6 minutes left, the Tigers regained a 46-45 lead.

But the Gauchos (28-7) leaned on their defense and used a late run to grab a six-point lead with a minute remaining. That would be enough for Saddleback to advance to Saturday’s semifinal against San Joaquin Delta  (29-5) at 1 p.m. Delta topped San Diego City 71-69 in one of the other quarterfinal matches on Thursday.
