 Riverside College Tigers 71, Fresno City College Rams 67
FRESNO –  The “Madness” has officially made its way to the City of Fresno.
Led by 18 points from Robbie Robinson, the No. 4 seeded Riverside College Tigers upset the top-seeded Fresno City College Rams, 71-67, on Thursday night in the quarterfinals of the 2009 California Community College Men’s Basketball State Championships, played at Selland Arena.

The win improves the Tigers’ record to 28-7, while the loss sends the Rams home with their first loss of the season (34-1).

It’s the 11th time an undefeated has entered the tournament, but only the second time that team has lost in the quarterfinals. The first time occurred in 1956 when 34-0 L.A. City lost in the quarters to Fresno City.

With the game working at a fevered pace, the turning point of the game came from the never-changing free-throw line. In the second half, RCC was 13-of-16 from the charity stripe, while the Rams struggled, hitting just 12 of 25 shots from the line down the stretch.

Kevin Bradshaw added 12 points and eight rebounds for Riverside, while Jeffeth Maxim added 10 points. 

Fresno City was led by Sultan Tolesbey with 23 points, while Aaron Hill chipped in 17 and George DeLeon added 14 to go along with 10 rebounds.
It was a tale of tempo for the first half. The high octane Rams played at their pace early on and jumped out to a 14-5 advantage. Sultan Tolesbey and Geroge DeLeon combined for 15 first-half points.

However, midway through the half, the shots began to land off-course for Fresno City and as a result, the Tigers were able to grab control of the final 10 minutes of the opening half, outscoring the Rams 25-11 the rest of the way. Kevin Bradshaw led RCC with 10 points, while Robbie Robinson added eight.

The lead grew to 14 early in the second half before the Rams put on their patented run, cutting the lead to six with just under 10 minutes left.
But Riverside maintained its composure and actually padded its lead up to eight (58-50) with 4:04 left.

With the Rams’ defense forcing turnovers down the stretch, Fresno City got as close as two – 69-67—with nine seconds left, but the Tigers would hang on and advance to the semifinals, where they will face CC San Francisco at 3 p.m. on Saturday.

