Final Four Profiles of Participating Teams in the CCCAA’s

60th California Community College Baseball Championships-2009
Orange Coast College ‘Pirates’ (34-13, 17-7, 5-0)
State Championships: 1956, 1960, 1980
Original playoff seed: No. 2 in Southern Calif.

Conference: Orange Empire, T-1st 
Head coach John Altobelli, in his 17th year at OCC, shares Orange Empire Conference ‘Coach of the Year’ honors with Santa Ana’s Don Sneddon and Cypress’ Scott Pickler. Altobelli and the Pirates are seeking his first state title, OCC’s first in 29 years and fourth in school history.
If the Pirates win at least one game this weekend, it would be No. 400 for Altobelli, the 27th coach in CCC history to reach that plateau. It would also tie him with his predecessor, Mike Mayne. However, Altobelli will not be in the dugout because of a disciplinary suspension.

The Pirates feature Orange Empire Conference Player of the Year Brett Wallach who was everywhere: 9-1, 102 strikeouts, 36 walks in 96.67 innings, earned run average, 2.23; hitting: .352, 57 hits, 29 runs, seven doubles, one triple, three homers, 46 runs batted in. Brett Williams is the OEC’s Relief Pitcher of the Year (4-2, 5 saves, 41 K, 15 BB, in 59.33 IP, ERA, 1.97). OEC honors also went to infielders Drew Hillman (.373, 72 hits,  49 runs, 20 2B, 3 3B, 11 HR, 52 RBI) and Beck Wheeler (.345, 57 hits, 30 runs, 3 2B, 2 3B, 2 HR, 24 RBI).

Second Team All-OEC honors went to pitchers Calvin Drummond (8-4, 65 K, 19 BB in 71.33 IP, ERA 4.29) and Chris Licon (9-2, 51 K, 15 BB in 92 IP, ERA 2.64), catcher D.J. Arellano (.325, 49 hits, 27 R, 11 2B, 2 3B, 0 HR, 27 RBI) and outfielder Ryan Sheeks (.366, 67 H, 47 R, 18 2B, 2 3B, 1 HR).
Santa Ana College ‘Dons’ (37-11, 17-7, 5-0)

State Championships: 1993, 1995, 1996
Original playoff seed: No. 5 in Southern California

Conference: Orange Empire, T-1st
At 957-334-3 over 28 seasons, head coach Don Sneddon has the most wins of any California community college baseball coach in history. Like OEC rival OCC, Don and his Dons are seeking the school’s fourth state title in school history. It would also be Sneddon’s fourth as head coach. This is Santa Ana’s first trip to the Final Four since 1999 and the Dons share the 2009 OEC title with OCC and Cypress.

Santa Ana features OEC Pitcher of the Year Christian Meza (11-1, one save, 91 K, 29 BB in 94.33 IP, ERA 3.53), the third consecutive year a SAC pitcher has been so honored.


Pitcher Nick Capito (12-2, 78 K, 18 BB in 103.33 IP, ERA 2.70) also earned All-OEC honors along with infielder Matt Hart (.427, 82 H, 51 R, 13 2B, 1 3B, 3 HR, 37 RBI) and outfielders Jake Eccles (.380, 70 H, 41 R, 14 2B, 4 3B, 18 HR, 63 RBI, slugging, .793) and Marcus Piazzisi (.370, 71 H, 67 R, 18 2B, 4 3B, 10 HR, 49 RBI. Steven Gonzalez (.287, 41 H, 27 R, 15, 2B, 0 3B, 6 HR, 33 RBI) was All-OEC as the designated hitter. 


Earning Second Team All-OEC accolades: pitcher Brian Peacock (8-2, 2 SV, 84 K, 31 BB in 84.67 IP, ERA, 2.44) and first baseman Chris Miller (.374, 70 H, 48 R, 14 2B, 2 3B, 5 HR, 39 RBI).
Diablo Valley College ‘Vikings’ (35-15, 15-6, 6-1)

State Championships: 1977
Original playoff seed: No. 6 in Northern California

Conference: Big Eight, 1st



Michael Neu’s first season as DVC’s head coach was super for the new guy on the block! The Vikings won the Big Eight title and Neu was voted Coach of the Year after keeping his team at, or near, the top of the standings and Northern California rankings most of the season. Can he duplicate Santa Rosa’s Damon Neidlinger who won it all in 2005, his first year at SRJC’s helm?
Several players received post season honors as infielder Tyson Edwards (.382, 570 SLG, .453 OBP; 59 RBI), outfielder Corey Conflenti (.397, .562 SLG, .436 OBP, 7 HR, 20 SB, 50 RBI) and designated hitter David Buscovich (.304, .495 SLG, .390 OBP, 7 HR, 47 RBI) were selected to the All-Big 8 First Team. Infielder Zach Boyd (.296, .451 SLG, .390 OBP) was a Second Team All-Big 8 pick. 
Pitching-wise, the Vikings were led by Ryan Palsha (5-2, 76 K, 71.3 IP, 3.80 ERA), David Hurlbut (5-3, 90 K, 81.3 IP, 4.22 ERA), Kenny Arnerich (4-2, 41.67 IP, 1.53 ERA) and Harmen Sidhu (1-0, 6 SV, 37 K, 47 IP, 3.06 ERA). 
As a team, DVC’s batting average was .324 and the staff ERA was 3.95 with 374 Ks in 440.67 innings pitched.


San Joaquin Delta College ‘Mustangs’ (32-17, 12-9, 5-0)

State Championships: 1959
Original playoff seed: No. 9 in Northern California

Conference: Big Eight, 3rd 

In only his second year as the Mustang’s head coach, Reed Peters not only has the lowest seeded surviving team, but SJD earned its way to the Final Four weekend in the remoteness of Quincy, site of regional host Feather River College. The victorious ride home must have seemed like an easy drive across Stockton.  
The way the Mustangs are playing in the post-season, they want more than just to be here and could pattern themselves after Riverside which came from a low seed to win it all in 2007.
Mustangs’ undefeated ace Zach DeValle (10-0) was Pitcher of the Year in the Big 8. Coming into the Final Four, he has 61 strikeouts in 101.67 innings with an ERA of 2.49. Earning All-Big 8 First Team honors were first baseman Stuart Burnett (.365, .642 SLG, .456 OBP, 11 HR, 39 RBI) and outfielder Brett Morgan (.369, .467 SLG, .420 OBP, 22 SB, 39 RBI). Pitcher Jared Schlenhuber (7-1, 43 K, 63.67 IP, 2.56 ERA) was named All-Big 8 Second Team. Also a utility player, Schlehuber batted .288 with a slugging avg. of .386 and an OBP of .377.  
As a team, San Joaquin Delta batted .296 and the staff ERA was 3.68 with 295 Ks in 440.67 innings pitched.
Outlook: The four teams have eight state championships between them and an aggregate 2009 postseason record of 21-1. Only DVC has suffered a post-season defeat. It appears that the 60th California Community College Baseball Championships are a wide-open Final Four in which momentum just might be the catalyst.  

Weather: Fresno’s Memorial Day weekend forecast is for pleasant temperatures in the high and mid-80’s with slight breezes and low humidity. Excellent conditions for playing and watching quality baseball games at any level.
Team profiles were prepared for the Calif. Community College Athletic Assn. by Tony Altobelli,  Sports Information Director, Orange Coast College; Jason Kehler, Sports Information Director, Santa Ana College; Reed Peters, head coach, San Joaquin Delta College;  head coach ,Michael Neu, Diablo Valley College and edited by Woody Wilk, Sports Publicist, Fresno City College.

Detailed team statistical profiles are available on spincostats.com by Dick Hamilton, CCC Baseball Statistician and CCCBCA Hall of Fame member. StatCrew automated statistics and box scores of all Final Four games will be provided by California Community College Sports Information Assn. members John Van Gaston of Cerritos College and Tony Altobelli, Orange Coast College.
